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Course Outline
Cyberlaw & E-Commerce

LAW 6033 – spring 2010
Instruction by:
Jeffrey Pittman, Attorney-at-Law


Juris Doctor & MBA -- University of Iowa

Office:
Room 302, College of Business Building, ASU Jonesboro

Office Hours:
Monday and Wednesday, 8:30-11:30, Tuesday and Thursday, 8:00-9:30, and by appointment

Telephone:
Department of Economics and Finance- (870) 972-2280


My office phone, 972-2663; my cell phone, 926-7081

E-mail Address:

pittman@astate.edu

Web Address:


http://myweb.astate.edu/pittman
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Burgunder, Lee.  Legal Aspects of Managing Technology.  4th ed.  Thomson/West Publishing, 2007.  (ISBN 0-324-39973-1)
Course Objectives
Our primary focus in this graduate course is on the legal issues involved when transacting business by computers and the Internet.  In a broader sense, we are concerned with creating and protecting business wealth.  We will cover the legal topics listed in the assignments section, below, practicing gaining and using information in this quickly changing field.
Teaching Philosophy
I consider it a privilege to be a teacher and serving as your adviser in this course.  I owe each of you a professional duty, including thorough class preparation, personal courtesy, availability, prompt feedback on assignments, and a reasonable grading procedure.  The college environment also requires professionalism on your part as students.  Professionalism here includes suitable class preparation and treating your colleague students with respect.

Assignments- Examinations
A.  Topic Coverage and Tests

I draw material for each examination from a) class discussions, b) items posted to my website and c) the following text coverage.  The examinations will be essay format.  I post class coverage and assignments on my website, as well as chapter handouts, relevant Internet links, PowerPoint slides, and other class materials.  I update the website after each class session, allowing you to check on our class progress when you are absent.  I adjust the following tentative topics and chapter assignments with current legal materials introduced throughout the semester.

Period 1: January 12 through February 16
	Class #1 – January 12
	Chapter 1 – An Overview of the Technology Policy Environment in the United States

	Class #2 – January 19
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2 – The International Technology Policy Environment (pages 52-75 only)

	Class #3 – January 26
	Chapter 13 – Intrusions on Privacy and Other Personal Rights

	Class #4 – February 2
	Chapter 13

	Class #5 – February 9
	Chapter 6 – Protection of Secret Information

	Test #1 – February 16


Period 2: February 23 through March 30
	Class #7 – February 23
	Chapter 6 – Protection of Secret Information

	Class #8 – March 2
	Chapter 7 – Fundamental Aspects of Copyright Protection

	Class #9 – March 9
	Chapter 7

Chapter 9 – Copyright and the Internet

	Class #10 – March 16
	Chapter 9

	Test #2 – March 30


Period 3: April 6 through May 4
	Class #12 – April 6
	Chapter 10 - Protecting Trademarks and Product Designs in International Markets

	Class #13 – April 13
	Chapter 11 – Domain Names and Other Trademark Issues on the Internet

	Class #14 – April 20
	--To be Announced

	Final Examination – Tuesday, May 4, 5:30-7:30


B. Writing & Presentation Project

Each student will be responsible for a PowerPoint presentation and related research paper.  I will post the paper requirements later on my website.  
Grading Policy
I grade writing assignments on both content and on writing effectiveness.  On writing effectiveness, I look for proper grammar use (for example, punctuation, sentence structure, word choice, and coherence).  Ultimately, I look for clarity.  On writing content, I look for recognition of potential legal problems and opportunities, and on application of proper legal principles to the identified problems and opportunities.

I will base final grades on the following point allotment:
	Activity
	Points

	Exam #1
	100

	Exam #2
	100

	Exam #3
	100

	Presentation and writing project 
Class participation
	150
100

	Total
	550


	Percentage Points
	Grade

	90-100% (90% = 495 pts)
	A

	80-89%  (80% = 440 pts)
	B

	70-79%  (70% = 385 pts)
	C

	60-69%  (60% = 330 pts)
	D

	Below 60%
	F


I set class participation points at 85/100 points to begin the semester.  The grade moves up or down at most one point for each weekly class session.  Superior preparation and participation will move the grade up one point.  Average preparation and participation will cause the grade to remain the same.  A failure to have the assignment prepared, or absence from class, will cause the grade to drop one point.  Beyond reading the text, cases, and websites assigned, there may be other papers or projects required for each class period.
Disability Services

Please contact me as soon as possible if you have any learning disabilities interfering with your capacity to succeed in this course.  I will ask you to contact ASU’s Disability Services Office, 972-3964.  Working through Disability Services, I will try to accommodate your specific needs.

Disclaimer

All terms in this course outline are subject to change.  Such changes may come in the form of oral adjustments announced in class.
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